Quantitative analysis of epidermal growth factor in human benign prostatic hyperplasia and prostatic carcinoma and its prognostic significance.
The incidence of prostatic carcinoma (PC) is increasing worldwide. Despite the discovery by Huggins in 1941 of the hormone dependency of this tumour, the overall prognosis and survival for patients with advanced disease has not changed. The prognosis for individual patients with PC cannot be accurately predicted by factors such as clinical stage and histological differentiation of the tumour. There is therefore a need to investigate new prognosis factors to assess their role.